
Blackville Public School Newsletter 

Term 3, Weeks 9 and 10 

 Welcome to our final newsletter for the term and what a busy term it has been. Students have been busy 

learning across all key learning areas whilst also excelling across sporting and cultural events. They have              

participated in the Small School Spelling Bee, Science Day and our highly anticipated excursion to Canberra. I would 

like to sincerely thank our students for being the amazing people they are, for giving everything a go and for      

everything they have achieved this term. I would also like to thank our staff who are always fully committed to   

ensuring our students learn, grow and achieve to the best of their ability.  We celebrated SASS week and the   

amazing staff we have at Blackville PS who are the backbone of our school. Our teaching staff always put the needs 

of our students first and have done a magnificent job this term. Sadly we say farewell to Mrs Nankivell who has 

taken up a position at Quirindi Public School for the remainder of the year. We wish her all the very best as she 

starts the next part of her professional journey. Thank you for being a part of our school over the last few years. 

 We would also like to pass on our congratulations to Mr and Mrs McIntosh who are expecting their first child 

early next year. Mrs McIntosh will remain with us for the rest of the year before taking maternity leave from the 

start of next year. Finally, I would like to thank our families for their continued support of our school. It is the 

partnerships between school and home that make the most impact for our students. Our doors are always open and 

we value your honest communications throughout the year. Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday break. Staff and 

students return on Monday 10th October.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Kylie Burns  

Teaching Principal 

Principal’s message 
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Corwin Conference 

 During Week 9, Mrs Nankivell, Mrs McIntosh and Ms Burns 

travelled to Sydney to take part in the highly renowned 2022 

Corwin Conference. We attended various keynotes speaker    

sessions, masterclasses and engaged with schools across      

Australia. A highlight was listening to Professor John Hattie 

about making learning visible and Adam Voight on school culture. 

We are hoping to implement many of the aspects of visible 

learning into our classroom practices throughout the remainder of 

the year including learning goals, success criteria, feedback and 

student voice.  

Check in Assessments 

 Over the last two weeks, our Year 6 students have participated in Check In Assessments on 

reading, writing and mathematics. The results of these will be forwarded to their elected high 

school in anticipation of them starting their secondary education. Results will also be analysed by our 

teaching staff early next term to triangulate data and to inform teaching programs for the          

remainder of the year.  

 Students in Years 3, 4 and 5 will undertake their Check In Assessments early in Term 4.  

Science Day 

 On Wednesday 14th September, Mr Harries and Mrs Lawlor from the     
Science Department at Quirindi High, visited our school. They engaged students 
in a variety of educational science activities that made us work collaboratively and 
to think outside our comfort zone. Students spent the morning  hypothesising, 
designing and learning about circuits and how to make a light bulb light up. After 
lunch, students learnt about the affect heat has on gases and the impact they 
have on molecules when changing states of matter. We learnt about sound waves, 
the impact vacuums have on gravity, how chemical reactions occur between an acid 
and a metal and the affect surface area has on wind resistance   
after students made their own helicopters, dropping them from 
various heights. Our final lesson was once again testing the affect 
heat (through electricity) has on gases which students thoroughly 
enjoyed as it involved blowing things up. Thank you Mr Harries and 
Mrs Lawlor for such a wonderful day of learning. We look forward 
to following up on this and to assist transition between the two 
schools. 
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Life Education Van 

 During Week 9, Kristy and Healthy Harold visited our school to teach our 

students the importance of a healthy lifestyle and how to keep ourselves safe.  

 Students in K/1 learnt about choices and behaviours promoting health, 

safety and wellbeing as we grow and change. They explored personal hygiene, 

healthy food choices, the benefits of sleep, keeping safe and choosing a healthy 

lifestyle. The 3-6 class investigated medicines, how they work in the body, how 

to keep ourselves safe and who to go to for help. Students discussed the     

negative impacts of peer pressure on alcohol and smoking.  

 We also requested an extra talk on hygienic toilet practices so 

that all students in our school understand the importance of flushing 

the toilet and washing their hands with soap afterwards as this has 

been identified as an issue in the past.  

 A massive thank you to Farming for Kids and the Quirindi CWA 

who organised payment for every student who attended the van so 

there was no cost to our families. Thank you also to Craig Lord and John Bell for their assistance in 

moving the Life Education Van.  

Primary Principal Meeting 

 On Thursday 15th September we had 11 Principals from 
the Peel and Mooki Network visit our school as part of Primary 
Principal Committee meeting.  Many of them commented on the  
breathtaking drive out and were very impressed with not only 
our school grounds but also our students and P and C. Students 
each presented each visitor with a gift bag and performed three 
songs showcasing their many talents. Students sang ‘We are 
Australian’ in our local Gamilaraay language, signed F’ight Song’ in 
Makaton and then got every Principal up to sing and dance to 
‘We are the World’.   

 Our  P and C put on a feast, catering beyond expectations and with many favourable comments 
on the quality and quantity on what was provided. Thank you to all our families who baked for the 
event, but special mention to Amie, Jess and Georgina who catered superbly throughout the day. I 
think we certainly raised the bar to a very high standard with some of the Principals asking for a full 
tour and to talk to our students before they left on their drive back to Tamworth. 
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Term 4 

 Term 4 is the only term where there is no Staff Development Day at the beginning of the term 

which means  staff and students will all return on Monday 10th October. The Staff Development Day 

is instead put at the end of the term, meaning the last day for students in 2022 will be Monday 19th 

December, with staff finishing on Tuesday 20th.  

Blackville Art and Market Day 

 Don’t forget the Blackville Art and Market Day is on the 
first weekend back in Term 4. This is a major event for both 
our community as well as our school, which receives a          
significant donation as a result of the day. Last time, we    
welcomed over 1000 visitors and we are expecting more this 
year. Our P and C cater for these visitors and we cannot do it 
without everyone’s assistance. We are hoping that every    
family will assist us on the day as every child benefits from 
the donation we will receive after the event. 

State Athletics 

 Week 2 will see four of our students representing the North West 
Zone in the Austin relay. Students will run at the Sydney Olympic       
Stadium on Thursday 20th October at approximately 9:30am. We are 
hoping those students at school will be able to watch the race from the 
classroom and cheer our team on.  

  

Ready Set Go! 

 Hard to believe, but it is that time again when we welcome our future 
2023 Kindergarten students into our school. The Ready Set Go program is a 
wonderful opportunity to experience our amazing school and what we have to 
offer. Whilst it is a non committal enrolment, we are confident that once new 
families experience our school, they will realise it is the best school to start 
their child’s educational experience.  If you know of anyone who would like to 
receive information about the Ready Set Go program please ask them to    
contact the school on 0267474024. 
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Dubbo Zoo visit 

 Unfortunately we had some students who through no fault of their own had to 

miss out on our excursion to Canberra this year, so we have organised a  day        

excursion to Dubbo Zoo in Week 4. There will be a small cost to this to cover the 

entry into the Zoo and food on the day. At this stage we are thinking travel with be 

via private car. More details will be sent out early in Term 4.  

Leader in Me Sleepover 

 The Day of Mourning Public Holiday unfortunately put a stop to 
our Leader in Me Sleepover this term, but we are currently working 
with staff from Walhallow and Spring Ridge Public Schools to decide on 
a new date sometime in Term 4. If it goes ahead, it will be before 
Week 6, as after this time, the term gets busy with intensive       
swimming, Presentation day and other end of year events.  

Attendance 

 Thank you to those parents who have made an effort to improve attendance rates for their 

child/ren over the last five weeks. Staff have looked at current attendance data for this term and 

will be sending letters home to parents whose child has not seen an improvement in attendance. This 

information has also be passed on to the Home and School Liaison Officer. 

 It is a parent/carers responsibility to inform the school why their child is away and must     

provide a valid reason. Partial attendance (arriving late and leaving early) also impacts on attendance 

rates and if your child is away for three days or more due to sickness, they must provide a medical 

certificate otherwise attendance will be marked as unjustified. If absence is due to reasons other 

than sickness, leave must be applied for via the Principal. These are requirements for every public 

school in NSW. 

Cooking 

 We still have some students who have not paid for cooking this semester.  Please ensure all 

fees have paid before the start on Term 4 so we can recommence as soon as possible. 
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Merit awards 

Week 9:  Mrs Nankivell’s award: Issie - using figurative language in her poetry 

  Ms Burns award: Ryan - participation and confidence in the Principal’s visit 

  Leadership Award: Tayla May - acknowledging the person when being  

                                               spoken to 

Week 10:  Mrs Nankivell’s award: Paige - always being a helpful member of our school 

  Ms Burns award: Hannah - perseverance in reading groups 

  Leadership Award: Ryan for thinking and answering in the right voice 

Special Award: Ava - Encouragement award for her Quirindi Spring Show Colouring in    

                        competition 
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Weekly Events… 

 

Tuesdays 

- Canteen 

 

Wednesdays 

- Library  

 

Thursdays 

- canteen  

 

Friday 

- Sport  

- Playgroup 

- Scripture (odd weeks) 

- Cooking 

Week 1:  Wear correct school uniform. 

Week 2: Care for our school environment. 

Value of the week... 

September  

23rd: Last day of Term 3 

 

October 

10th: Students return for Term 4 

11th: Tell them from Me Survey 

13th: Yr3/4/5 Check in Assessment 

16th: Blackville Art and Market Day 

20th: State Athletics 

21st: Ready Set Go! begins 

26th: AECG meeting 

 

November 

3rd: Dubbo excursion 

4th Ready Set Go! 

11th: Remembrance Day 

 

Coming up... 
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Term 4 
2022 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Week 1 

October 

10 

Students 
return 

11 

Tell them 
from me 
survey 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

Scripture 

Playgroup 

BAMD 
(Sunday) 

 
Week 2 
October 

17 

Check in  

Assessment 

18 19 

 

20 

State     
Athletics 

21 

Ready Set 
Go! 

Week 3 

October 

24 25 26 

AECG  

meeting 

27 28 

Day for 
Daniel 

Week 4 

October/ 
November 

31 1 2 3 

Dubbo 

4 

Ready Set 
Go! 

Week 5 

November 

7 8 9 10 11 

Remem-
brance  

Day 
Week 6 

November 

14 15 16 17 18 

Week 7 

November 

21 22 23 24 25 
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Community News… 
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Community News… 

Farewell Mrs 
Nankivell!  

Thank you for 
everything you 

have done.  

We wish you all 
the best! 


